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Week 1 Recap 
Date            Opponent  Result 

 

5/28         @ Huron  W 3-2 

5/28         @ Watertown  L 7 - 5 

 

Lewis and Clark Wood Bat 

Tournament in Yankton: 

 

5/30         @ Yankton  L 1-0 

5/30         @ Omaha Central W 2-1 

5/31         @ Groton  W 3-2 

5/31         @ Yankton  L 2-0 

 

Record to Date: 3-3 

 

Our players realize that success in baseball 
starts with pitching, and we had quite a few 
players give us great outings.  We will 
recognize the top seven from our first week 
of the season. 

 
TOP PITCHING PERFORMANCES 

 
1. Chandlar Austin stepped up big 

time on Friday afternoon against 
Omaha Central to help West salvage 
a split on the opening day of the 
Lewis and Clark Wood Bat 
Tournament.  He became the first 
member of the CG Club by going all 
seven innings while allowing only 
one run on two hits.  He walked two 
and struck out six by attacking the 
zone with his fastball and mixing in a 
nice curve ball when necessary.  He 
also worked very quickly to keep his 

defense ready and to set an 
excellent tempo for the game.  
According to Mount Marty head 
coach Andy Bernatow, who was 
scouting players during the tourney, 
Chandlar threw his fastball 
consistently at 77 to 80 while 
occasionally dialing it up to 82-84 to 
overpower a few of Omaha’s hitters. 
 

2. Stuart Baruth looked like the lefty 

ace we know he can be this summer 
by throwing a great game against 
Huron.  Baruth started out using both 
his fastball and his curve to keep our 
opponents off balance, but 
eventually he stuck mostly with 
fastballs that Huron could not quite 
catch up to as the game progressed.  
The final stat line looked like this: 6 
IP, 3 hits, 9 K’s, 4 BB’s, and 0 runs.   

 
3. Austin Serck, our other top notch 

lefty, pitched a great game against 
Yankton on Friday afternoon.  He 
pitched 6 innings, scattered six hits, 
allowed one run, walked two, and 
struck out three in the tough luck 1-0 
loss.  

 
4. Connor Grove continued to work 

himself back into form on the mound 
by picking up his first win in a relief 
appearance against Groton.  Grove 
pitched the last three innings, and 
did an excellent job of working 
quickly to keep us from running into 
any issues with the 1 hour and 50 



minute time limit.  He allowed no 
runs on two hits while striking out 
three and walking zero. 

 
5. Seth Bjordal gave West every 

opportunity to advance to Sunday by 
pitching 5 2/3 innings against 
Yankton on Saturday night.  He 
allowed two runs on six hits, and he 
struck out six batters while walking 
only two.  

  
6. Alex Linneman pitched well against 

Groton by allowing two runs (one 
earned) on three hits in four innings 
of a game that was interrupted by a 
long rain delay.  Last year’s MVP 
struck out five and walked two. 

 
7. Ryan Benson delivered a nice relief 

appearance against Watertown.  He 
allowed no runs in 1 1/3 innings. 
 

MEMORABLE MOMENTS 
 

1. Many hearts were racing after 
Austin Serck threw a fastball 
down the middle to one of 
Yankton’s best hitters.  Sheldon 
Gant smashed the pitch right 
back up the middle.  In the blink 
of an eye, Serck put up his glove 
and snared the scorching line 
drive for an out.  Scary moment.  
We’re glad he caught it. 
 

2. Luke Kovaleski laid down the 
hardest bunt any of us have ever 
seen.  With runners on first and 
second against Groton, Kovs 
stabbed at a fastball, sending the 
ball zipping by the pitcher and all 
the way to the shortstop, who had 
to make a great pick up and 
throw while ranging to his right.  
The bunt worked.  Both runners 

advanced, and Kovaleski almost 
beat out the throw for an infield 
single. 

 
3. Allow me to set the stage: Two 

outs, a Groton runner on first, 
bottom of the seventh, West 
clinging to a 3-2 lead.  The batter 
hit a chopper barely past the 
outstretched glove of pitcher 
Connor Grove.  Reece Mimmack 
charged hard from second, 
fielded the ball cleanly and 
quickly fired it to first baseman  
Justin Kautz.  The dramatic part 
was that the throw took Kautz  to 
his right, forcing him to lay out for 
the catch.  He managed  to make 
the grab and keep his foot on the 
bag to secure the victory.  Great 
all-out effort play by Mimms and 
Kautz. 

 
4. With runners on first and second 

and two outs in the top of the 
fifth, West hoped to break open a 
2-1 deficit against Groton.  
Mother Nature had other plans.  
The rain started to pour down as 
play stopped and Yankton’s 
coaches hurried onto the field to 
tarp the mound and home plate.  
Players and coaches from 
Yankton, Groton, and West 
pitched in to cover everything up 
so we could resume the game 
later.  Fast forward about an hour 
and 45 minutes, and we finally re-
started play.  West ended up 
scoring two runs on a double 
over the centerfielder’s head by 
Sam Lang to pick up the 

comeback victory. 
 

 
 



TOP OFFENSIVE PERFORMANCES 
 
Huron: 3 runs on 8 hits 
Jaden Holzer paced the offense with a triple 
and a single.  Connor Grove, Alex 
Linneman, and Ryan Benson all had two 
hits, and Kenny Dobberpuhl showed great 
discipline at the plate by drawing a trio of 
walks. 
 
Watertown: 5 runs on 8 hits  
Sam Lang wasted no time emerging onto 
the legion level by hitting a double, a single, 
and driving in two runs.  A.J. Martinec 
added a pair of hits. 
 
Yankton: 0 runs on 3 hits 
Justin Kautz hit a double. 
 
Omaha Central: 2 runs on 5 hits 

Scott Simons had two hits and Seth Bjordal 
added a double. 
 
Groton: 3 runs on 8 hits 

Sam Lang continued his hot hitting by going 
a perfect 3 for 3 with a pair of doubles.  
Reece Mimmack chipped in with a couple 
singles. 
 
Yankton: 0 runs on 8 hits 

We had the hits but not the runs as Yankton 
shut us out again.  Justin Kautz led the way 
with two hits, and Jaden Holzer added a 
triple that was laced down the right field line 
all the way to the wall. 
 

PLAYER PROFILES 
 

Each week we will feature two players to 
give you the inside scoop on the guys who 
make up Sioux Falls Post 15 West. 
 

 
 
 
 

#1 Connor Grove 
 

 
 

Future Plans: Majoring in nursing at 

Augustana College 
 
Favorite Baseball Team: Twins because I 
was conditioned to like them at a young age 
 
Favorite Non-Baseball Memory: 

Spending time with my girlfriend Sierra  
 
What are you looking forward to the 
most this season?  Being with my 

teammates, the bus rides, and winning 
games  
 
Hobbies and Interests: I like to fish and 

play FIFA 14 
 
Favorite Baseball Quote or Saying: “One 
of the beautiful things about baseball is that 
every once in a while you come into a 
situation where you want to, and where you 
have to, reach down and prove something.”  
~ Nolan Ryan 
 



Something About You That Most People 
Might Not Know: I don’t like whipped 

cream. 
 
What do you love the most about 
baseball?  My team. 
 
Is there anything else you would like to 
include for your profile in the 
newsletter? I am looking forward to my 

third and final year of legion baseball.  The 
sky is the limit for our team. 
 

# 2 Stephen “Ozzy” Oswald 
 

 
 
Future Plans: I plan to study Sports 
Management and play baseball for the 
University of Indianapolis.  I want to pursue 
a career in sports and become a baseball 
coach. 
 
Favorite Baseball Team: Chicago Cubs.  
The first game I went to was Cubs vs 
Pirates in 1998 when I was two.  I’ve been 
to multiple games since then. 
 

Favorite Non-Baseball Memory: Going to 
Washington, DC with my grandma and 
family about seven years ago 
 
What are you looking forward to the 
most this season?  Winning games with 

my best friends by my side and contending 
for a state title 
 
Hobbies and Interests: Hanging out with 

friends and playing other sports 
 
Favorite Baseball Quote or Saying: 
“Baseball is the only field of endeavor 
where a man can succeed three times out 
of ten and be considered a good 
performer.”  ~ Ted Williams 
 
Something About You That Most People 
Might Not Know: I was born in New York 

and lived there until I was 5/6 years old. 
 
What do you love the most about 
baseball?  When you’re in the outfield on a 

beautiful day, I like to just take it all in at 
once, and it’s a great thing.” 
 
Is there anything else you would like to 
include for your profile in the 
newsletter?  Call me “The Oz” or “Ozzy.” 
 

FINAL THOUGHTS 

 
     Playing six games, having three 
practices, and helping out with the Miracle 
League on Thursday night provided a fun 
and busy first week of baseball for our 
team.  We start regional play with a game 
at Mitchell on Tuesday and our home 
opener against Brandon Valley on 
Wednesday.  The plan is to continue 
pitching extremely well and playing great 
defense, and we are confident our offense 
will start producing more runs.      
 
~ Joel Sage 



 
Here is a sneak peak at a photo that should appear in this year’s Legion Media Guide.  Back 
Row: L to R, Austin Serck, Jaden Holzer, Alex Linneman, and Seth Bjordal.  Front Row: L to R, 
Kenny Dobberpuhl, Justin Kautz, Stephen Oswald, Kyle Schroeder, Scott Simons, and Connor 
Grove.  
  

  

Players uniforms stacked up in their lockers        Pitcher of the week Chandlar Austin scans the 
at Harmodon Park.                                               skies during a rain delay on Saturday. 
 



 

 
Stephen Oswald tosses a ball to a player before the Miracle League game on Thursday night.  
Our players did an excellent job of helping kids in wheelchairs and kids with other physical 
disabilities have the opportunity to play the great game of baseball. 



 

 
Scott Simons waits to help a Miracle League player score a run in the bottom of the fifth inning. 



 
Dave Kovaleski, Luke’s dad, took a terrific shot of Alex Linneman hitting an outside pitch to 
right field during the season opener against Huron. 


