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Week 10 Recap 

 
State A Tournament in Huron 

 
Date            Opponent  Result 

 

7/30         @ Pierre  W 12-2 

7/31         @ BV   L 4-3 

8/1         Brookings  L 11-6 

 

Final Record: 34-23 

 

TOP PITCHING PERFORMANCES 

 

 

 
1. Stuart Baruth started the year with 

the top performance of the week, 
and he will end the year with the top 
pitching performance of the week.  In 

West’s first game of the 2014 State 
A Tournament at Memorial Park in 
Huron, Baruth gave Pierre very little 
chance to advance in the winner’s 
bracket.  He pitched another 
complete game – this week going 
seven innings while allowing two 
runs on three hits, striking out ten, 
and walking only one Post 8 batter.  
Once again, Stu delivered a great 
performance to lead West to a first-
round win in the State Tournament.  
Our biggest regret is not figuring out 
a way to win a couple more games 
to give Baruth one more chance to 
come back and pitch again on 
Championship Sunday. 

2. Luke Kovaleski, Chandlar Austin, 
and Justin Kautz all pitched well 

enough to give West a chance to 
beat Brandon Valley in the second 
game of the tournament.  Kovs 
pitched five innings and allowed 
three runs (only one earned) on five 
hits.  Chandlar pitched a scoreless 
sixth inning and allowed just one run 
in the seventh, and Kautz threw a 
scoreless eighth inning.  Neither 
Chandlar nor Kautz allowed a hit.  

3. Austin Serck kept the game close 
against Brookings.  He lasted 5 2/3 
innings while striking out eight 
Bandits and walking five.  Serck 
allowed five runs (four earned) in his 
final start of the season. 



MEMORABLE MOMENTS 
 

1. Pierre’s starting pitcher Isaac Grode 
was really beginning to frustrate 
West’s clean-up hitter Alex 
Linneman.  Dating back to the high 
school season, Grode had forced 
Linneman to do nothing but hit weak 
ground balls and harmless pop-ups.  
This all changed when a few of 
Alex’s teammates decided to give 
Linneman The Magic Helmet.  
Although he was worried that the 
new Mizuno helmet might be too 
tight, his bros convinced him that if 
he wore it, all the negative thoughts 
and past failures brought forth by his 
ineffectiveness against Grode would 
disappear.  The helmet would enable 
Linneman to block out everything 
that happened and  help him get a 
hit.  It worked.  He walked up to the 
plate 0 for 3, but by the time he 
returned after trotting around the 
bases, Alex was 1 for 4 with four 
RBI.  That’s right: The Magic Helmet 
helped Linneman hit a grand slam!  
The blast extended West’s lead to an 
insurmountable 8-1 margin. 

 
TOP OFFENSIVE PERFORMANCES 

 
Pierre: 12 runs on 10 hits 
Sam Lang stepped up big time as he 
finished a home run short of the cycle, 
going 3 for 4 with four RBI.  Kyle Schroeder 
also helped out with a double and a single.  
The biggest blast of the game, however, 
came off the bat of Alex Linneman.  See 
Memorable Moment # 1.   
 
Brandon Valley: 3 runs on 7 hits  

One of Brandon Valley’s top pitchers used 
a good mix of fastballs, curve balls, and 
change ups to keep West off balance all 
night.  Seth Bjordal had the only extra base 

hit of the evening for West when he 
pounded a leadoff double to deep left 
center field. 
 
Brookings: 6 runs on 8 hits 
Jaden Holzer closed out his legion career 
with a good day at the dish.  He had a 
single, a double, and three RBI.  Justin 
Kautz added a double and a single, and 
Seth Bjordal chipped in with a pair of 
singles. 
 

FINAL THOUGHTS AND 
OBSERVATIONS 

 
     Although we did not achieve our ultimate 
goal of winning a State Championship and 
advancing to the Central Plains Regional, 
we had an absolute blast this summer, and 
our players worked extremely hard 
throughout the season.  We hope that a 
couple tough losses this past week do not 
change the way they feel about Sioux Falls 
West and each other.  They have been a 
great group of young men who should be 
proud of what they have accomplished in 
2014. 
     I am grateful to all the players for 
everything they have done for our baseball 
program on and off the field.  I am also 
appreciative of an outstanding group of 
parents who supported the team all year.  
Also, without the help of family and friends, 
we would not have been able to offset the 
costs of traveling to five out-of-town 
tournaments.  It was really nice to be able 
to use fundraising money generated from 
this weekly newsletter to buy the team a 
couple meals on each of our extended road 
trips.  So players, parents, families, and 
friends, thank you very much for all your 
support!  
     Here are a few more final observations 
about the season. 

 In the game of baseball, teams can 
always expect to have quite a few 



close games throughout any given 
season.  This team, however, more 
than any other team I have ever 
coached, played a TON of close 
games.  We ended up with 16 
games decided by one run, 10 
games decided by two runs, and 6 
games decided by three runs.  
These tightly contested games made 
the season quite challenging at 
times, but for the most part, our 
players handled it quite well. 

 A team never goes out and says, 
“Boy, I hope we don’t lose by the 
ten-run rule today.”  That’s never a 
goal, but our team did make it 
through the entire season without 
ever losing by a run-rule shortened 
game.  Not too shabby.  Our worst 
loss was actually an 11-5 setback to 
Omaha Burke.  Also, we were able 
to win a total of 12 games by 
defeating teams in run-rule 
shortened contests. 

 Our team had so many stretches 
where we struggled to score runs 
early.  It almost seemed like it 
became a mental hurdle that we 
never quite overcame.  The one 
stretch we did have where it seemed 
almost easy to put up runs was in 
the Decker Sports College World 
Series Tournament.  I would call that 
a “Careful What You Wish For” 
scenario, because Elkhorn South 
had a dry, fast playing field, and the 
wind gusted out on three of the four 
days we played there.  It was a 
hitter’s paradise, but it was not a lot 
of fun for our pitchers. 

 This had to be one of the best and 
deepest pitching staffs at the legion 
level.  Our pitchers finished with a 
stellar team ERA of 2.66.   

 Our goal was to hit .320 as a team 
and we finished short of that with an 
overall batting average of .293.   

 
Memorial Park in Huron looked as good as I have 
ever seen it look. 

 
It’s a long walk from the press box all the way down 
to the front row seats. 

 
A view from the third base side at Memorial Park. 



 
Seth Bjordal, Reece Mimmack, Kyle Schroeder, Connor Grove, Stephen Oswald, and Scott 

Simons visited Huron’s famous Rocket Slide Park and found a camel for their photo op. 



 

West players wait patiently before their opening round game against Pierre. 



 

Sam Lang, Luke Kovaleski, Kenny Dobberpuhl, and Tyler Wildes played a game of bocce ball 
before our game against Brookings.  Some of our parents put together an excellent cookout for 
the team, and after we ate, they had camping-type games set up at Memorial Park in Huron.  

 
 

 
 
 



 
West players celebrate Alex Linneman’s grand slam against Pierre.  Did you notice that Luke 

Kovaleski (#20) and Jaden Holzer (#8) are touching the Magic Helmet for even more good 
luck? 

 

 


