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Week 2 Recap 
Date            Opponent  Result 

 

6/3         @ Mitchell   Moved to July 2 

6/4         Brandon Valley W 11 - 1 

6/5         @ Brookings          Cancelled 

 

Milt Simons Tournament: 

 

6/6         Rod’s Sports A’s L 11-6 

6/6         Rod’s Sports A’s L 5-3 

6/7         Yankton  L 7-6 

6/7         Omaha Burke L 11-5 

 

Record to Date: 4-7 

 
TOP PITCHING PERFORMANCES 
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1. Stuart Baruth followed up his 
opening day gem with an 
outstanding performance against 
Brandon Valley on Wednesday.  He 
joined Chandlar Austin in the CG 
club by going all seven innings, 

allowing only two hits, striking out 
eight, and walking one.  The lone run 
that BV scored was unearned.  
Baruth did exactly what we needed 
him to do to help West win our first 
region game of the season. 
 

2. Chandlar Austin gave us a great 
opportunity to beat a tough opponent 
from Blue Springs, Missouri called 
Rod’s Sports A’s.  He pitched 5 
innings and allowed four runs to a 
team that can really swing the bats.   

 
3. Justin Kautz put together two very 

good relief performances over the 
weekend.  In his first outing, he 
threw the final two innings against 
Rod’s and allowed only one hit and 
one unearned run.  In his second 
outing, he pitched a scoreless fifth 
against Omaha Burke.  

 
4. Luke Kovaleski delivered a good 

performance against Yankton on 
Saturday afternoon.  He lasted 5 1/3 
innings while allowing four hits, 
striking out four, and walking only 
one.  Yankton did manage to score 
six runs, but none of them were 
earned.  

 
MEMORABLE MOMENTS 

 
1. After struggling to score runs – 

especially early runs – in our first 
six games, West promptly put up 
three runs in the bottom of the 



first inning against Brandon 
Valley.  This was a big 
breakthrough that allowed our 
hitters to relax at the plate. 
 

2. Facing a 9-0 deficit in the bottom 
of the sixth inning against Omaha 
Burke, West had four pinch 
hitters step up big time to give us 
a spark.  Kyle Schroeder and 
Stephen Oswald started the 
inning with back-to-back walks, 
and Connor Grove followed with 
a single up the middle to load the 
bases.  That set the stage for the 
next pinch hitter.  Luke Kovaleski 
stepped up to the dish and 
delivered a booming, bases-
clearing double over the head of 
the left fielder. 

 
3. This last one could be considered 

more “interesting stats” than a 
“memorable moment,” but I’ll 
include it here anyway.  This is 
Chandlar Austin’s stat line from 
the game against Rod’s Sports 
A’s: 5 IP, 6 hits, 4 Ks, 4 BBs, and 
100 pitches.  Alex Van Zandt 
pitched for Rod’s, and here is his 
stat line: 5IP, 6 hits, 3 Ks, 3 BBs, 
and 100 pitches. 

 
TOP OFFENSIVE PERFORMANCES 

 
Brandon Valley: 11 runs on 14 hits 

This was by far our best offensive game of 
the season, and the most fun we have had 
playing baseball so far this summer.  We 
plan on having many more games like this 
one.  Ryan Benson led the way by going 3 
for 4 with 5 RBI.  He did a great job of using 
the whole field as he laced a double down 
the right field line and hammered another 
three-run double to the left-center gap.  
Seth Bjordal finished a perfect 3 for 3 with 

three runs scored.  Justin Kautz added a 
single and a two-bagger in the double-digit 
hit parade. 
  
Rod’s Sports A’s: 6 runs on 8 hits  
Kenny Dobberpuhl had two hits. 
 
Rod’s Sports A’s: 3 runs on 9 hits 

Alex Linneman, Seth Bjordal, and Stuart 
Baruth each had two hits. 
 
Yankton: 6 runs on 11 hits. 

Alex Linneman went 3 for 3, and Seth 
Bjordal went 2 for 4 with a triple that sailed 
all the way to the wall in right field.  Tyler 
Wildes picked up his first hit at the legion 
level, a frozen rope to left field. 
 
Omaha Burke: 5 runs on 8 hits 
Sam Lang went 2 for 4 with a double, and 
Luke Kovaleski finished 1 for 1 with a three-
run double. 
 

PLAYER PROFILES 

 
# 3 Reece Mimmack 

 

 



 
Future Plans: I plan on finishing high 

school and playing baseball at a college 
that I have not chosen yet.  I have not 
chosen a major to study yet either. 
 
Favorite Baseball Team:  My favorite 
baseball team is the New York Yankees 
because my dad got me to like them when I 
was only five years old. 
 
Favorite Non-Baseball Memory:  

Probably going to Valleyfair with all my 
cousins for my grandparents’ 50th wedding 
anniversary  
 
What are you looking forward to the 
most this season?  I am looking forward to 

the bus trips and nights the team stays in 
hotels, especially the College World Series 
trip. 
 
Hobbies and Interests: I am on the  
O’Gorman bowling team, and I also love to 
go camping. 
 
Favorite Baseball Quote or Saying: 
“Never let the fear of striking out keep you 
from playing the game.”  ~ Babe Ruth 
 
Something About You That Most People 
Might Not Know: I sleep walk and sleep 

talk more than the average person. 
 
What do you love the most about 
baseball?  How you can fail seven out of 

ten times and still be considered a good 
hitter 
 
Is there anything else you would like to 
include for your profile in the 
newsletter?  No 
 

# 4 Kenny Dobberpuhl 
 

 
 
Future Plans: I want to be a lawyer. 
 
Favorite Baseball Team: Nationals.  I like 

Bryce Harper and Stephen Strasburg. 
 
Favorite Non-Baseball Memory:  Seeing 
some of my best friends be hypnotized – 
the senior class party was a riot. 
  
What are you looking forward to the 
most this season?  I am looking forward to 

all the big road trips like Omaha, Rapid 
City, and Minneapolis 
 
Hobbies and Interests:  I enjoying playing 

other sports, listening to music, and rooting 
on the Hawkeyes and Chiefs.  
 
Favorite Baseball Quote or Saying: 

“Every day is a new opportunity.  You can 
build on yesterday’s success or put its 
failures behind and start over again.  That’s 
the way life is, with a new game every day, 



and that’s the way baseball is.”  ~ Bob 
Feller 
 
Something About You That Most People 
Might Not Know:  My favorite singer is 
Taylor Swift. 
 
What do you love the most about 
baseball?  The better team for the day 
wins.  You don’t have to be the best team 

    
 
 
 

 

     

or player on the field, but baseball is a sport 
where on any given day, anyone can win or 
have success. 
 
Is there anything else you would like to 
include for your profile in the 
newsletter? 
My prediction is that the Kansas City Chiefs 
will finish 12-4, and they will make an 
appearance in the AFC Championship 
game.  The Hawkeyes will go 12-2 and just 
miss the four-team playoffs. 
 

UPCOMING GAMES 
 

We have a big region game against Sioux 
Falls East this Tuesday, June 10th at 6:00 
at Harmodon Park.  This should be a great 
atmosphere as it is our annual Military 
Appreciation Day, which will include 
everything from the singing legionnaires 
saluting the Armed Forces to a flyover by 
the Vanguard Squadron to post-game 
fireworks and a great baseball game in-
between all that. 
 
On Wednesday we make our first extended 
road trip to Rapid City.  We will play a nine-
inning game against Rapid City Post 320 at 
7:00 PM on Wednesday, and the following 
night we will begin play in the Rich Hinseth 
Tournament when we face Rapid City Post 
22 at 7:00 P.M.  We’ll play Gillette, 
Wyoming at 10:00 A.M. on Friday morning, 
Post 22 again at 7:00 PM that night, and 
Gillette again on Saturday at 1:00 P.M. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Our players help out each Monday night in June with a program called Rookies, where they 

teach four and five year olds the fundamentals of baseball. 



 

Austin Serck was like the Pied Piper as the kids listened to his instructions about form running 
and then followed him with each drill. 



 
My son Vander stands in the box on Field 2 at Harmodon this past Thursday night.  After a crazy day of weather 

that included tornado warnings, hail, and heavy rain, the fields looked questionable for the Milt Simons 
Tournament. 

 

 

West players wait out a rain delay on Saturday afternoon.  Rain pushed back the start time by about two hours. 


