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Week 3 Recap 
Date            Opponent  Result 

 

6/10         @ SF East  W 9-4 

6/11         @ RC Post 320  L 8 -6 

6/12         @ RC Post 22  W 3-1 

6/13         @ Gillette, WY W 5-2 

6/13         @ RC Post 22  W 8-5 

6/14         @ Gillette, WY W 3-2 

 

Record to Date: 9-8 

 

We ended up playing six games in five 
days, and all of our games were nine-inning 
contests.  Fortunately, we had plenty of 
pitchers step up to lead us to a great week 
of baseball. 

 

TOP PITCHING PERFORMANCES 

 

 

 
1. Justin Kautz picks up the top 

pitcher award this week by making 
three stellar relief performances and 
picking up two wins.  He pitched the 
final two innings against SF East, the 
final 2 1/3 against Rapid City Post 
22, and the last three against 
Gillette, WY.  In his three 
appearances, he allowed only one 
run on four hits while striking out five 
and walking none.  Also, his 
command was as impressive as ever 
against Rapid City Post 22 as he 
threw only 28 pitches, 23 for strikes.  
The Gillette game had similar results 
with 36 pitches and 24 strikes. 

2. Luke Kovaleski gave West a great 
start in our first game of the day on 
Friday against Gillette.  He lasted 
seven innings, allowed only one run 
on four hits, struck out five batters 
and walked three. 

3. Alex Linneman used his fastball 
and change up to keep RC Post 22 
hitters off balance all night as he 
picked up his first win of the season.  
Linneman scattered seven hits in 
seven innings, allowed only one run, 
struck out three, and walked none. 

4. Stuart Baruth continued his string of 

quality starts and picked up his third 
win of the season by pitching seven 
innings against Sioux Falls East.  



Baruth gave up three runs on five 
hits, struck out nine, and walked 
four. 

5. Austin Serck did an excellent job 

against RC Post 22 on Thursday 
night by going 6 2/3 innings and 
allowing only one unearned run.  
Serck struck out seven, walked four, 
and allowed only one hit. 

6. Seth Bjordal helped West finish the 

Rich Hinseth Tournament on a 
strong note by pitching six innings 
against Gillette on Saturday 
afternoon.  Bjordal allowed two runs 
(one earned) on five hits while 
striking out five and walking four. 

7. Reece Mimmack looked great in his 
second relief appearance of the 
season.  He pitched three perfect 
innings against RC Post 320 on 
Wednesday.    

 

MEMORABLE MOMENTS 
 

1. Trailing 1-0 heading into the top 
of the ninth against Rapid City 
Post 22 on Thursday night, Luke 
Kovaleski had some words of 
inspiration for the team: Do it for 
Denny the Dino.  He said this as 
he pointed far past the left field 
wall and up to the top of the hill 
overlooking Fitzgerald Stadium 
where Dinosaur Park sits.  
Connor Grove started the inning 
by reaching on an error.  Seth 
Bjordal followed that up with a 
base hit, and Sam Lang 
continued his clutch hitting by 
lacing a double all the way to the 
wall in right-center, scoring Grove 
and Bjordal to put West up 2-1.  
Kenny Dobberpuhl hammered a 
single up the middle to provide 
the final 3-1 margin of victory.  
We talk about having some 

signature comeback wins to help 
us have a great season, and this 
was a good one.  I guess you 
could say we did it for Denny the 
Dino. 

2. We have made it an annual 
tradition on our Rapid City trips to 
have a team golf outing at 
Pirate’s Cove Adventure Golf.  
This year we had six groups of 
players and coaches take part.  
A.J. Martinec and Jaden Holzer 
took home top honors by 
shooting even par (40) for their 
round of 18 holes. 

3. Military Appreciation Night is 
always a memorable evening at 
Harmodon, and this year was no 
exception.  First of all, it is a 
chance to honor the men and 
women who have served or are 
serving our country, and it is a 
great night for baseball.  All of our 
East and West teams played that 
night, and before the legion game 
all teams took the field to be 
recognized by the fans.  The 
night also included a flyover by 
the Vanguard Squadron and 
post-game fireworks. 

 

TOP OFFENSIVE PERFORMANCES 

 
SF East:  9 runs on 13 hits 

Ryan Benson finished 3 for 4.  Kenny 
Dobberpuhl went 2 for 3 with 3 RBI.  Seth 
Bjordal added a double and a single, and 
Alex Linneman and Scott Simons each had 
two hits. 
 
RC Post 320:  6 runs on 10 hits  
Connor Grove and Justin Kautz each had a 
double and a single, and Kyle Schroeder 
had two hits. 
 
 



RC Post 22: 3 runs on 8 hits 
Sam Lang had a monster night at the dish 
by finishing 4 for 4 with a pair of doubles.  
His second double came in the top of the 
ninth and put West ahead 2-1 after trailing 
1-0. 
 
Gillette, WY: 5 runs on 9 hits 

Kyle Schroeder finished a perfect 2 for 2 
with a walk.  Seth Bjordal went 2 for 3 with 
two walks, and Connor Grove added a two-
run single. 
. 
RC Post 22: 8 runs on 8 hits 

Jaden Holzer had two hits and two RBI.  
Seth Bjordal had two hits and two RBI, and 
Ryan Benson added a two-run single. 
 
Gillette, WY: 3 runs on 7 hits 
Runs were difficult to attain as we faced 
one of Gillette’s top pitchers.  Stephen 
Oswald finished a perfect 2 for 2 with a 
walk.  Kyle Schroeder finished 2 for 3 with 
an RBI single in the bottom of the seventh 
that gave West the lead.  Tyler Wildes 
added a walk and a sacrifice fly. 
 

 

Austin Serck ignores the rule on the sign at 
Pirate’s Cove Adventure Golf. 

 
PLAYER PROFILES 

 
# 5 Alex Linneman 

 

 
 

Future Plans: I am going to the University 

of St. Thomas to study electrical 
engineering. 
 
Favorite Baseball Team: My favorite 

baseball team is the Minnesota Twins 
because I grew up watching them with my 
dad. 
 
Favorite Non-Baseball Memory: Going to 
Valleyfair with the team my first legion 
season and more specifically listening to 
Kenny Dobberpuhl scream like a girl on the 
Wild Thing 
 
What are you looking forward to the 
most this season?  Playing in the State 

Tournament and trying to win a 
championship  
 



Hobbies and Interests: Playing ping pong, 
reading, and playing video games 
 
Favorite Baseball Quote or Saying: 

“Baseball is the only field of endeavor 
where a man can succeed three times out 
of ten and be considered a good 
performer.”  ~ Ted Williams 
 
Something About You That Most People 
Might Not Know: I know all the words to 
Billy Joel’s song “We Didn’t Start the Fire.” 
 
What do you love the most about 
baseball?  I love that baseball has allowed 
me to make so many great new friends over 
the years. 
 
Is there anything else you would like to 
include for your profile in the 
newsletter?  Back in ’82, I used to be able 
to throw the pigskin a quarter mile. 

 
# 6 Seth Bjordal 

 

 
 

Future Plans: I will be attending South 
Dakota State University next year. 
 
Favorite Baseball Team:  The Minnesota 

Twins because I’ll always cheer for them no 
matter how bad they are. 
 

Favorite Non-Baseball Memory:  All of the 

bus rides to games and going to Valleyfair 
 
What are you looking forward to the 
most this season?   Having fun at 

tournaments out of town and having a great 
season 
 
Hobbies and Interests: Watch TV, play 

video games, work out, and hang out with 
friends 
 
Favorite Baseball Quote or Saying: “Give 

your 100% all the time.” 
 

Something About You That Most People 
Might Not Know:  I enjoy mowing my lawn. 
 
What do you love the most about 
baseball?  The thrill of victory and the 
streaks of playing well 
 
Is there anything else you would like to 
include for your profile in the 
newsletter?  Tony Romo is the best QB in 

the NFL without a Super Bowl ring. 
 

UPCOMING GAMES 
 

We play a region game against Mitchell on 
Tuesday night at Harmodon, and then the 
next day we go to Omaha for the Decker 
Sports College World Series Tournament.  
This year we are playing our pool games at 
Elkhorn South.  We’ll play five games from 
Wednesday through Saturday, and if we 
play well enough to win our pool, we could 
also keep playing on Sunday. 
 



 

Post 15 West players relax after playing a competitive round of putt-putt golf at Pirate’s Cove. 
 



 

West players warm up before the game against Sioux Falls East this past Tuesday night. 
 

 
We played Rapid City Post 320 at Pete Lien Field on Wednesday night. 


