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Week 4 Recap 

 
Date            Opponent  Result 

 

6/17         @ Mitchell  W 4-1 

6/18         @ Bismarck  L 12-11 

6/19         @ NW Bandits W 8-6 

6/20         OK Ambassadors   W 11-10 

6/20         @ Elkhorn South L 16-14 

6/21         Denver Hit Streak  W 11-3 

 

Record to Date: 13-10 

 

TOP PITCHING PERFORMANCES 

 

 

Photo Courtesy of Kristy Kautz 
 

1. Austin Serck led West to its third 
region win of the season by throwing 
a great game against Mitchell on 
Tuesday.  He pitched seven innings 

and allowed zero runs on two hits.  
After a tough-luck loss against 
Yankton and a tough-luck no 
decision against RC Post 22 earlier 
in the season, the team was happy 
to help Serck pick up his first win of 
the year. 

2. Connor Grove made his first start of 
the season against Denver Hit 
Streak on Saturday, and after a 
couple shaky innings, he settled in 
nicely to lead the team to a win in 
our final game of the Decker Sports 
CWS Tournament.  Grove pitched 
six innings and allowed three runs 
while striking out seven.  He had his 
slider working really well in the last 
four innings and used it to miss a lot 
of barrels. 

3. Justin Kautz continued to solidify 
his status as one of the best relief 
pitchers around by delivering another 
pair of excellent performances.  On 
Tuesday, he held Mitchell to one run 
on two hits while striking out two and 
walking none in two innings.  Then, 
against an all-star team from 
Oklahoma City, he pitched the final 
four innings to pick up his third win of 
the season.  Our hard-throwing 
righty allowed two runs on two hits 
while striking out four and walking 
two. 

4. Stuart Baruth made a quality relief 
appearance to pick up his first save 



of the season.  Baruth pitched the 
final 2 1/3 innings against the 
Northwest Bandits, a team of top-
notch players from the Seattle area.  
Baruth allowed four hits and two runs 
(only one earned) while walking zero 
and striking out two. 

 

MEMORABLE MOMENTS 
 

1. Kyle Schroeder had one of the 
best catches we have seen all 
year.  In yet another close game, 
Schroeds ran full speed toward 
the left field line toward a ball that 
looked destined for a double.  Not 
so fast.  Kyle closed in quickly 
and made an amazing full-
extension sliding catch to rob the 
Elkhorn South batter of a hit.  
This web gem was worthy of the 
Sportscenter Top 10 Plays. 

2. Jaden Holzer hit the team’s first 
home run of the season against 
Bismarck on Wednesday night.  
After the hit, our bat boy headed 
down to the area behind the left 
field fence to search through the 
weeds to find the souvenir for 
Jaden.  As time continued to 
pass and the ball was not found, 
several dads joined the search.  
Still no luck.  After searching for 
nearly twenty minutes, one of the 
dads suggested giving up, but the 
bat boy said, “No way, it’s our 
first home run.  We have to find 
it.”  Unfortunately, the guys never 
found the ball, but they definitely 
showed persistence. 

3. After our game on Thursday, the 
entire team headed to TD 
Ameritrade to take in the College 
World Series experience, 
something that should be on 
every baseball fan’s bucket list.  

We saw a great 6-4 win by Ole 
Miss over TCU in an elimination 
game with a crowd of nearly 
27,000.  As a matter of fact, this 
was the most packed I have ever 
seen the new ballpark.  We have 
never had any problems finding 
places to sit in the general 
admission outfield bleachers, but 
this year we were greeted with a 
sign at Gate 3 that read, 
“Standing Room Only.” 

4. Our annual trip to Omaha’s 
Amazing Pizza Machine did not 
disappoint as the boys had their 
fill of pizza, video games, skee 
ball, etc.  My son and I also 
played a fun game of lazer tag.  
By the time we were ready to go, 
the rain had reached torrential 
downpour status, so the team 
cheered and laughed as our bat 
boy danced in the rain.  Our bus 
driver also earned the title of 
“GOAT” (Greatest of All Time) 
when he sprinted through the 
parking lot through the heavy 
rainfall to get the bus ready for all 
of us. 

5. After our hard-fought victory over 
the Oklahoma City Ambassadors, 
our team and their team met 
behind home plate, so they could 
tell us their team’s background 
and mission and pray for us.  
They are a faith-based 
organization, and they have an 
amazing story to tell.  If you are 
interested in hearing their story, I 
recommend checking out their 
website: 
http://alwf.publishpath.com/okca
mbassadors. 

 

 
 



TOP OFFENSIVE PERFORMANCES 
 
Mitchell: 4 runs on 6 hits 
Seth Bjordal had a double and a single, and 
Justin Kautz added two hits on a day when 
the wind was blowing in at Cadwell Park. 
 
Bismarck: 11 runs on 17 hits  

It was a hitter’s paradise as the wind was 
blowing out steadily at Elkhorn South’s 
field.  A dry outfield also helped any hard hit 
to the gap make it all the way to the wall for 
a double or triple.  Seth Bjordal continued 
his hot hitting with a 4 for 5 performance 
while Alex Linneman added a double, a 
single, and three RBI.  A.J. Martinec 
recorded three hits.  Jaden Holzer belted a 
home run and added a single, and Kyle 
Schroeder and Ryan Benson each added 
two hits. 
 
Northwest Bandits: 8 runs on 15 hits 

Alex Linneman led the way with a double 
and two singles.  Connor Grove went 3 for 
4.  Scott Simons had a double and a single, 
and Kyle Schroeder and Jaden Holzer each 
had two hits. 
 
Oklahoma City Ambassadors: 11 runs 
on 11 hits 

Another game and another 4 for 5 
performance from Seth Bjordal.  Connor 
Grove also had a terrific day at the plate by 
going 3 for 4 with a double.  Ryan Benson 
added two hits and three RBI. 
 
Elkhorn South: 14 runs on 14 hits 
A.J. Martinec paced the offense with 
another three-hit day.  Justin Kautz added a 
double, a single, and four RBI.  Ryan 
Benson added a double, a single, and two 
RBI.  Sam Lang had two hits and two RBI.  
Also, we entered this game with a total of 
three triples as a team and bumped our 
total all the way to seven as Seth Bjordal, 

Kyle Schroeder, Connor Grove, and Jaden 
Holzer each recorded a triple. 
 
Denver Hit Streak: 11 runs on 11 hits 

Reece Mimmack helped West to a strong 
finish in the tournament by recording three 
hits on the afternoon.  Justin Kautz added 
two hits and three RBI, and Seth Bjordal 
had two hits.  Austin Serck had the only 
extra base hit on the day with a nicely 
placed shot down the left field line. 
 

PLAYER PROFILES 
 

# 8 Jaden Holzer 
 

 
 

Future Plans: Attend UNL to major in 

business 
 
Favorite Baseball Team: Minnesota Twins 
because they’re a perennial powerhouse 
(just kidding) – always grew up watching 
them  
 



Favorite Non-Baseball Memory: Going to 
Notre Dame for the first time with my family 
 
What are you looking forward to the 
most this season?  Having fun with Kenny 
and fighting for a State Championship with 
my bros  
 
Hobbies and Interests: Football, all sports, 
especially Notre Dame football 
 
Favorite Baseball Quote or Saying: 

“Baseball?  It’s just a game – as simple as 
a ball and a bat.  Yet, as complex as the 
American spirit it symbolizes.  It’s a sport, 
business – and sometimes even religion.”  
~ Ernie Harwell 
 
Something About You That Most People 
Might Not Know: My biggest dream is to 

take Emma Watson on a date to my favorite 
restaurant, TC’s Referee. 
 
What do you love the most about 
baseball?  The bond we form as a team 
and the satisfactory feeling of achievement 
after a big play or a big win 
 
Is there anything else you would like to 
include for your profile in the 
newsletter?  I don’t actually wear bro 
tanks, even though Coach Sage claims I 
do. 
 

 
A view of TD Ameritrade Park from our standing 
room only seats. 

# 9 Stuart Baruth 
 

 
 
Future Plans: I plan to play baseball in 

college.  I plan to accept the best offer I can 
receive to play somewhere. 
 
Favorite Baseball Team:  I am a St. Louis 

Cardinals fan.  I just like the way they play 
and develop players through the 
organization. 
 

Favorite Non-Baseball Memory:  There 
are too many memories to count and name.  
Our family camping trips are always fun.  
Vacations are highlights of everyone’s life 
as well. 
 
What are you looking forward to the 
most this season?   I look forward to 

winning big games and all of my pitching 
performances. 
 
Hobbies and Interests: I like about 

anything to do with sports.  Basketball is a 



strong interest for me.  Outside of sports, I 
like to hang out with my friends. 
 
Favorite Baseball Quote or Saying: 

“Baseball is like a poker game.  Nobody 
wants to quit when he’s losing; nobody 
wants you to quit when you’re ahead.”        
~ Jackie Robinson 
 

Something About You That Most People 
Might Not Know:  I had foot reconstruction 
surgery in August 2010.  The process was 
long, but it helped a lot. 
 
What do you love the most about 
baseball?  I like that you have to have a 

group of good players to be able to be 
good.  I enjoy all the small things that 
happen in a game. 
 

UPCOMING GAMES 
 

     This will be our first week without playing 
in a tournament, but we still have six games 
on the schedule in the form of three 
doubleheaders.  We play two at Yankton on 
Tuesday (the first one is a region game,) 
two at home against the Brookings Bandits 
on Thursday, and two at Pierre on Friday.  
On Saturday and Sunday, we are going to 
take a couple days off to enjoy a mid-
season break. 
 

 
My family and I after the game Thursday night. 

 

The team waits to go to the bus after the CWS game 
 

 

The AC on our smaller bus went out on the way, so 
the team traveled in style on this charter bus. 



 

Every team needs at least a few players who can keep everyone loose.  Luke Kovaleski is the 
GOAT in that department.  Before the game against Mitchell, he shows off the high pants look. 



 

A shot of Eklhorn South’s Field as West players do the “waterfall” before our game against 
Bismarck on Wednesday night. 



 

Connor Grove shows a baseball card worthy balance point as he pitches against Denver Hit 
Streak on Saturday afternoon.  Grove picked up his second win of the season. 

 

 

Alex Linneman slides in safely at second base against Denver Hit Streak.  Seth Bjordal scored 
from third on the high throw. (Photos courtesy of Kristy Kautz.) 



 

Justin Kautz made a great slide at second base to avoid a tag 
 
 

 
Ryan Benson slides into home plate safely and creates a cloud of dust.  (Photos courtesy of Kristy 

Kautz.)  



 
Kenny Dobberpuhl, Scott Simons, and Stephen Oswald decided to take a selfie using the team 

tablet.  I guess I had to include it in the newsletter, right? 
 
 

 


