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Week 5 Recap 

 
Date            Opponent  Result 

 

6/24         @ Yankton  L 3-1 

6/24         @ Yankton  W 12-1 

6/26         Brookings   W 5-1 

6/26         Brookings  W 10-0 

6/27          @ Pierre  L 4-3 

6/27         @ Pierre  W 17-7 

 

Record to Date: 17-12 

 

TOP PITCHING PERFORMANCES 
 

 

Photo Courtesy of David Kovaleski Photography 

 

1. We had a bunch of great starts this 
week, and Stuart Baruth’s was the 

best of them all.  Against Brookings 
on Thursday he pitched all seven 

innings, allowing just one run on five 
hits while striking out seven and 
walking two in picking up his fourth 
win of the season. 

2. Alex Linneman picked up his 

second win of the season by shutting 
out Brookings.  He pitched all five 
innings and allowed only two hits 
while striking out three and walking 
one. 

3. Luke Kovaleski pushed his win total 

to three by throwing a great game 
against Yankton on Tuesday.  In six 
innings of work, he allowed only one 
run on five hits.  He also struck out 
six and walked three. 

4. Austin Serck continued his string of 

excellent starts and gave West every 
opportunity to win a region game on 
Tuesday at Yankton.  In six innings 
of work, Serck allowed three runs on 
five hits while walking one and 
striking out three.   

5. Connor Grove had a great start 
against Pierre by going five innings, 
allowing two runs (one earned,) 
scattering seven hits, and striking out 
two while walking one. 

 

MEMORABLE MOMENTS 
 

1. The biggest thrill of the week 
happened late in the second 
game of our doubleheader at 
Pierre.  After we gave up a 6-1 



lead in the bottom of the fifth and 
headed to the top of the sixth 
trailing 7-6, the West offense 
erupted for an 11-run inning.  The 
biggest hit came from the bat of 
Scott Simons who hammered a 
three-run triple over the right 
fielder’s head to break a 7-7 tie.  
Pierre ended up going through 
three pitchers in a half-inning that 
lasted 42 minutes.  The offensive 
outburst provided us with a great 
end to the first half of the season. 

 

TOP OFFENSIVE PERFORMANCES 
 
Yankton:  1 run on 5 hits 
Connor Grove had two hits. 
 
Yankton:  12 runs on 16 hits  

The bats came to life in game two of the 
doubleheader as Yankton used a couple 
young, inexperienced pitchers, and West 
batters wasted no time welcoming them to 
the legion level.  Our top of the order paced 
the offense as leadoff man Seth Bjordal 
finished a perfect 4 for 4 with a double, and 
Connor Grove added a 3 for 4 performance 
from the two hole.  Alex Linneman had a 
double and three RBI, and Justin Kautz 
finished 2 for 3 with a double and 2 RBI. 
 
Brookings: 5 runs on 11 hits 
Seth Bjordal smashed his first home run of 
the season, an opposite field two-run shot.  
Kenny Dobberpuhl added a double and a 
single, and Scott Simons and Connor 
Grove each had two hits. 
 
Brookings: 10 runs on 8 hits 

A.J. Martinec hit a solo homer that provided 
the final run of the game and helped West 
shorten the contest via the ten-run rule.  
Chandlar Austin had a great day at the 
plate by lacing a triple and a double. 
 

Pierre: 3 runs on 4 hits 
West had a difficult time solving Pierre’s 
lefty starter, and we also could not find a 
way to score against their hard throwing 
righty closer for the last couple innings.  
Ryan Benson finished 1 for 2 with a walk 
and a run scored. 
 
Pierre: 17 runs on 17 hits 
Scott Simons led the offense with his three-
run triple and a single.  Alex Linneman 
smashed two doubles, a single, and three 
RBI.  Sam Lang and Ryan Benson each 
had a pair of doubles.  Connor Grove, 
Reece Mimmack, and Stuart Baruth each 
had two hits. 
 

PLAYER PROFILES 
 

# 10 Austin Serck 
 

 
 



Future Plans: Going to SDSU to study 
either chemistry or engineering 
 
Favorite Baseball Team: Boston Red Sox 

because I’m a big fan of Pedroia and Ortiz 
 
Favorite Non-Baseball Memory: Playing 
what are the odds with the guys in the hotel 
rooms 
 
What are you looking forward to the 
most this season?  Bus rides 
 
Hobbies and Interests: Snowboarding, 

Xbox, and bowling 
 
Favorite Baseball Quote or Saying: “Lyle, 
the lights!  I can’t see the ball.” 
 
Something About You That Most People 
Might Not Know: I have bowled seven 300 
games. 
 
What do you love the most about 
baseball?  Pitching and spending time with 
my teammates 
 
Is there anything else you would like to 
include for your profile in the 
newsletter?  Yes   

 

 
Our part-time bat boy talks with a TV reporter at Yogi 
Bear campground earlier today.  You can watch for 
him tomorrow morning on KELO. 

# 11 Chandlar Austin 
 

 
 
Future Plans:  I plan to go to college and 
get a medical studies degree and 
eventually go on to become a pediatric 
oncologist. 
 
Favorite Baseball Team:  Texas Rangers 

– I went to a Rangers vs Mariners game at 
Rangers Ballpark in Arlington and fell in 
love with the team. 
 

Favorite Non-Baseball Memory:  Family 
trip to Jamaica in February 2014 
 
What are you looking forward to the 
most this season?   Having fun and 
making many great memories 
 
Hobbies and Interests:  Football and 

being with friends, family, etc. 
 
Favorite Baseball Quote or Saying: 
“Baseball is the only endeavor where a man 



can succeed three times out of ten and be 
considered a good performer.” 
~ Ted Williams 
 

Something About You That Most People 
Might Not Know:  I struggle with OCD.  It’s 

BAD! 
 
What do you love the most about 
baseball?  Just being able to play.  Some 

people aren’t able to play the greatest 
game ever.  We take it for granted. 
 
Is there anything else you would like to 
include for your profile in the 
newsletter?  Nothing 

 
UPCOMING GAMES 

 
     After taking a couple days off on 
Saturday and Sunday, we will be back in 
action for a region game against Brandon 
Valley in Valley Springs on Monday at 1:00 
P.M.  We had to push the game time up 
from 6:00 so our players can make it to the 
final night of Rookies, which had to be 
rescheduled due to rain earlier this month.  
On Tuesday, we will play a doubleheader 
against a tough Marshall team, and on 
Wednesday we will make up a region game 
against Mitchell.  All three of these games 
will be played at Harmodon Park.   
     On July 4th and 5th we will play four 
games in the Upper Midwest Classic hosted 
by New Ulm, MN.  This is typically one of 
the toughest tournaments around as New 
Ulm brings in great teams from Minnesota, 
Nebraska, South Dakota, and Wisconsin.  
Two years ago we played Creighton Prep 
from Omaha, and they went on to finish 
fourth in the nation at the Legion World 
Series in Shelby, North Carolina.  Last year 
we played Burnsville, who went on to finish 
in the top six in the nation at the Legion 
World Series.   

     This year, our first three opponents will 
be Eastview, Lakeville South, and 
Rosetown, and our fourth opponent is yet to 
be determined.  If we win our pool, we will 
keep going on Sunday. 
 

 

Stuart Baruth and Ryan Benson pose in 
their Scorpions jerseys, circa 2009.  
  

 

West players stroll into Hyde Stadium in 
Pierre on Friday afternoon. 



 
We decided to shake things up a little bit on Wednesday, so we had a Jersey Day for practice 
at Harmodon.  Our guys supported their favorite teams and players.  Pictured L to R: Reece 
Mimmack/Jeremy Lin; A.J. Martinec/Clay Matthews; Justin Kautz/Ben Reznicek; Alex 
Linneman/Lyle Overbay; Kenny Dobberpuhl/Eric Berry; Tyler Wildes/Cubs jersey; Chandlar 
Austin/Chan; Sam Lang/Robinson Cano; Stuart Baruth/Scorpions; Ryan Benson/Scorpions; 
Connor Grove/Dwayne Wade; Austin Serck/Y-Ball Jersey, team name Monstars (a clever twist 
from Monsters) 
 

 
 



 

Alex Linneman seems to have a knack for providing great photos for David Kovaleski.  Against 
Yankton, Alex prepares himself for the thud of an incoming pitch.  This photo and the following 
photos in the newsletter are all courtesy of David Kovaleski Photography. 



 

See what I  mean?  Another great photo of Alex fielding a bunt attempt against Yankton as 
Reece Mimmack looks on. 
 

 
Austin Serck delivers a pitch against Yankton on Tuesday. 



 
After attacking a slow roller, Connor Grove throws to first, and Reece Mimmack watches for 

the result. 

 
Luke Kovaleski, who’s known for attacking the zone with his fastball, mixes in a curve ball on 

this pitch against Yankton. 



 
Reece Mimmack prepares to send a fastball back up the middle. 

 

 
Ryan Benson looks to turn on an inside pitch. 


