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Week 6 Recap 

 
Date            Opponent  Result 

 

6/30         @ BV   L 3-2 

7/1         Marshall  W 11-1 

7/1         Marshall  W 10-0 

7/2         Mitchell  W 5-3 

 

Upper Midwest Classic 

7/4         Eastview  L 3-2 

7/4         Lakeville South W 3-0 

7/5         Rosetown  L 4-3 

7/5         New Ulm Blue W 16-1 

 

Record to Date: 22-15 

 

TOP PITCHING PERFORMANCES 

Our pitching was outstanding this week.  In 
fact, our pitchers all threw so well that I’m 
not even going to bother rating the 
performances.  Instead, I’ll list them in 
alphabetical order   

 

 Chandlar Austin made two great 
starts this week.  In his first outing 
against Marshall on Tuesday night 
he pitched a complete-game shutout.  
He threw five innings, allowed only 
two hits, walked one, and struck out 
three, using a mere 49 pitches for 
the game.  His second start came in 
the final matchup of the week 

against New Ulm Blue on Saturday.  
He pitched five innings, allowed one 
run on two hits, walked three, and 
struck out eight.  For the week, he 
went from two wins to four, and he 
will look to become the second 
member of the five-win club next 
week. 

 Stuart Baruth gave West its first 
nine-inning complete game of the 
season against Mitchell on 
Wednesday.  He gave up three runs 
(2 earned) on four hits while striking 
out seven and walking three.  Baruth 
became the first pitcher in the five-
win club this season.  The victory 
also pushed West to a 4-2 record in 
Region 2A. 

 Connor Grove joined the CG club as 
he threw all seven innings against a 
tough team from Eastview, MN in the 
first game of the Upper Midwest 
Classic.  Grove allowed three runs 
(zero earned) on five hits while 
walking two and striking out two. 

 Justin Kautz had two more great 
relief outings this week.  The first 
came against Brandon Valley on 
Monday afternoon when he held 
Brandon Valley scoreless for the 
final three innings.  He did not allow 
a hit or a run, struck out six, and 
walked two.  Kautz then picked up 
his second save of the season by 
preserving a victory over Lakeville 



South on Friday.  He struck out three 
and walked one. 

 Luke Kovaleski also inched his way 
toward the five-win club as he 
recorded his fourth win of the season 
against Marshall on Tuesday night.  
Kovs pitched all six innings, 
scattering six hits and allowing only 
one run while striking out three and 
walking one. 

 Alex Linneman used only 68 pitches 
in six innings of work against 
Lakeville South on Friday afternoon.  
He allowed no runs on six hits while 
walking only one batter.  Alex picked 
up his third win of the season. 

 Austin Serck made two excellent 
starts this week.  The first was a 
grind-it-out performance against 
Brandon Valley on Monday 
afternoon.  He pitched five innings, 
struck out seven, allowed four hits, 
gave up three runs (two earned), and 
walked three.  On Saturday morning, 
he returned to the hill in Searles, MN 
to face Rosetown.  He pitched six 
innings, allowed only one run on 
three hits, struck out 12, and walked 
none. 

 

MEMORABLE MOMENTS 
 

1. West reserved five lanes at the 
Wow! Family Fun Center in 
Mankato near our hotel and had 
our first-ever team bowling 
tournament on Thursday night 
before the opening games in the 
Upper Midwest Classic.  Austin 
Serck ended up with the highest 
game with a score of 213.  Tyler 
Wildes had the most amazing 
comeback game by bowling a 
194 after an 84 in his first ten 
frames.  You’ll have to ask the 
players who won the team 

competition.  They seem to think 
it was rigged because Austin 
Serck and Reece Mimmack, two 
guys who bowled for their high 
school team, ended up on the 
same team as the two coaches.  
We contend it was luck of the 
draw.  

2. July 1st felt more like April 1st as 
temperatures hovered in the high 
50s and low 60s; fortunately, the 
bats stayed hot as West pounded 
out 23 hits and scored 21 runs in 
a doubleheader sweep that 
included great contributions from 
all 18 players. 

 

TOP OFFENSIVE PERFORMANCES 

 
Brandon Valley: 2 runs on 9 hits 

Ryan Benson finished with a double and a 
single, and Justin Kautz and A.J. Martinec 
each had two hits. 
 
Marshall: 11 runs on 11 hits  
Stephen Oswald led the offense with a 
triple and two singles.  Tyler Wildes went 2 
for 2 with a double and three RBI.  Austin 
Serck finished 3 for 4 with two RBI. 
 
Marshall: 10 runs on 12 hits 
Seth Bjordal had two hits and three RBI.  
Jaden Holzer laced a triple to right field and 
added a single.  Ryan Benson went 2 for 3 
with a double, three runs scored, and two 
stolen bases, and Connor Grove added two 
hits. 
 
Mitchell: 5 runs on 13 hits 
Connor Grove finished 4 for 5 with a triple.  
Seth Bjordal, Alex Linneman, and Sam 
Lang each had two hits. 
 
Eastview, MN: 2 runs on 4 hits 

Seth Bjordal had a single and an RBI triple.   
 



 
Lakeville South: 3 runs on 6 hits 

Seth Bjordal paved the way with a 2 for 3 
performance that included an RBI double.  
Reece Mimmack brought Ryan Benson in 
with a sacrifice fly to break a scoreless tie in 
the top of the 7th. 
 
Rosetown: 3 runs on 8 hits 
Connor Grove and Scott Simons each had 
two hits, and Kenny Dobberpuhl added an 
RBI single. 
 
New Ulm Blue: 16 runs on 6 hits 

West took full advantage of a lot of freebies 
in this game: six errors, six HBP’s, and five 
walks.  Alex Linneman hammered a two-run 
double that drilled the 335 sign on the left 
field fence.  Sam Lang added a double and 
three RBI.  Scott Simons and Reece 
Mimmack each had a hit and two RBI, and 
Seth Bjordal and A.J. Martinec each scored 
three runs.   
 

PLAYER PROFILES 
 

# 12 Scott Simons 
 

 

Future Plans: I will be attending South 
Dakota State University.  I’m undecided on 
a major. 
 
Favorite Baseball Team:  Minnesota 
Twins.  They are the best team in the 
league. 
 
Favorite Non-Baseball Memory:  Family 
vacation to San Francisco  
 
What are you looking forward to the 
most this season?  Traveling with the 
team 
 
Hobbies and Interests: I like to go to the 

lake with my family. 
 
Favorite Baseball Quote or Saying:  
“Never let the fear of striking out get in your 
way.”  ~ Babe Ruth 
 
Something About You That Most People 
Might Not Know:  I like to play the piano. 
 
What do you love the most about 
baseball?  Being outside and playing on 
summer nights 
 
 

 

21 guys traded their sneakers in for bowling 
shoes to compete in the first annual SF 
Post 15 West Bowling Tournament. 



# 13 Sam Lang 
 

 
 
Future Plans:  I want to go to college to 
study physical therapy. 
 
Favorite Baseball Team:  Yankees.  I’m a 

big fan of Derek Jeter. 
 

Favorite Non-Baseball Memory:  
Catching my very first walleye at the 
Missouri River 
 
What are you looking forward to the 
most this season?   Seeing my friends 

and coming together to win games 
 
Hobbies and Interests:  Fishing and 
running 
 
Favorite Baseball Quote or Saying: 

“Don’t let the fear of striking out keep you 
from playing the game.”  ~ Babe Ruth 
 
 

Something About You That Most People 
Might Not Know:  I’m ambidextrous. 
 
What do you love the most about 
baseball?  The competitiveness 
 
Is there anything else you would like to 
include for your profile in the 
newsletter?   
 

UPCOMING GAMES 
 

We have a full week of games ahead of us 
that begins with a doubleheader against 
Yankton on Tuesday at 5:00 and 7:00 at 
Harmodon.  The first game will be a region 
contest.  On Wednesday, Pierre visits Sioux 
Falls, and we’ll play a single game at 4:00 
against the boys from the capital city.  On 
Thursday, we will head to Owatonna, MN 
for a game on the way to the Gopher 
Classic, which is the biggest legion 
tournament in the nation.  96 teams will be 
visiting 16 different sites in the Twin Cities 
for games that start on Friday, July 11th 
and end with semifinals and a 
championship game on Tuesday, July 15th.  
This year, we will be staying in Egan, MN 
and playing our pool play games in Apple 
Valley.  
 

 

Four helmets and a bat await a team of 
players for the final night of Rookies. 



 

Stuart Baruth, Alex Linneman, and Kenny Dobberpuhl issue trophies to a team of Rookies last 
Monday night.  West players did an excellent job teaching young kids the fundamentals of 
baseball. 



 

Seth Bjordal shows off his new pineapple shirt that he wore for the bowling tournament while 
Stephen Oswald checks his Twitter feed. 



 

Johnson Park is the main field in New Ulm, MN.  It is an excellent venue that sits in the heart of 
the city and draws a good crowd.  This year Johnson Park is celebrating its 75th anniversary.  
West played Eastview and New Ulm Blue at this location. 
 
 

 
 



 
Searles Ball Park sits at the edge of a small town and includes some interesting nuances such 
as sloped areas at the edge of left field and centerfield and a fifteen-foot ivy-covered fence in 
right field that stands only 278 feet from home plate.  West played games against Lakeville 
South and Rosetown in Searles this year. 
 

 
 


