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Week 7 Recap 

 
Date            Opponent  Result 

 

7/8         Yankton  W 3-0 

7/8         Yankton  W 11-1 

7/9         Pierre   W 3-1 

7/10         @ Owatonna  W 8-5 

 

Gopher Classic 

 

7/11         @ East Ridge  L 4-3 

7/11         @ Apple Valley L 3-2 

7/12          Ham Lake  W 2-1 

7/13          @Ash Port, WI L 3-2 

7/14          @ Owatonna, MN W 10-4 

 

Record to Date: 28-18 

 

TOP PITCHING PERFORMANCES 
 

 
 

 

  
1. Our lefty ace and our righty closer 

take over the top spot this week as 
Stuart Baruth and Justin Kautz 
both delivered terrific pitching 
performances to lead West this past 
week.  Stuart made not one but two 
great starts.  His first was a seven-
inning complete game shutout 
against Yankton.  He picked up the 
team’s fifth region win and his sixth 
victory of the summer.  Using a mere 
81 pitches, Baruth struck out five, 
walked one, and allowed only one 
hit.  In his second outing, he pitched 
all six innings in a tough-luck loss 
against a quality opponent from Ash 
Port, Wisconsin.  He allowed three 
runs (two earned) on four hits while 
striking out eight and walking three. 
     Justin Kautz, our hard-throwing 
closer, made a total of four 
appearances: against Pierre, 



Owatonna, Ham Lake, and 
Owatonna again.  He pitched a total 
of five innings while picking up four 
saves in the process.  Kautz did not 
allow a single hit or run this week 
while striking out three and walking 
three.   

2. Luke Kovaleski also delivered a 

workmanlike week on the bump as 
he picked up two more wins for 
West.  The first came against 
Yankton on Tuesday as Kovs 
pitched six innings, allowed one 
unearned run on three hits while 
walking one and striking out two.  
The win put him into the five-win 
club.  Start number two occurred 
against Owatonna on Sunday, and 
this time Kovs pitched five innings, 
gave up four runs (three earned) on 
five hits while again walking one and 
striking out two. 

3. Alex Linneman improved his record 
to 4-0 by giving West a great outing 
against Ham Lake, MN on Saturday 
morning.  He lasted six innings and 
scattered six hits while holding the 
boys from the Blaine area to one run 
(unearned) while striking out five and 
walking two. 

4. Jaden Holzer made his first start of 
the season a great one as he held 
Pierre in check for 4 2/3 innings on 
Wednesday.  He struck out seven 
batters and walked only one while 
allowing one unearned run on four 
hits. 

5. Seth Bjordal and Ryan Benson 

made the list this week by picking up 
their first wins of the season, both in 
relief roles.  Bjordal entered the 
game against Pierre with two outs in 
the top of the fifth and runners on 
first and second.  He used one pitch 
to induce an F-4 that ended the 
threat and kept West within striking 

distance, trailing 1-0.  He pitched a 
scoreless sixth to pick up the win as 
West rallied in the bottom half of the 
inning to take the lead.  Ryan 
Benson took the mound in the 
bottom of the seventh inning in a 5-5 
game against Owatonna on 
Thursday.  He faced top of the lineup 
and pitched a perfect inning to give 
West a chance to win the game in 
the top of the 8th. 

 

MEMORABLE MOMENTS 
 

1. Playing nine games in six days 
made for our busiest week of the 
summer.  The fact that four of the 
games were decided by one run, 
one by two runs, and two by 
three runs made the week even 
that much more intense.   

2. We had plenty of off-the-field 
entertainment in Minneapolis as 
most of our players spent 
Saturday evening at Valley Fair.  
Whether they were riding roller 
coasters, playing the carnival 
games and winning big prizes, or 
finishing the night with the log 
ride – leaving many of them 
soaking wet before boarding the 
bus – the boys definitely got their 
money’s worth. 

3. The players invented a new 
game Sunday night on the bus, 
and while I can’t explain exactly 
how it works, I can tell you it 
involves the guys tipping a soft 
yellow ball, and every once in a 
while loud chants of “INT!  INT! 
INT!” will erupt from the back of 
the bus.  Evidently, the ball needs 
to be tipped back and forth 
between players until one guy 
intercepts it. 

 



TOP OFFENSIVE PERFORMANCES 
 
Yankton: 3 runs on 4 hits 
Seth Bjordal and Alex Linneman each had 
a double and an RBI, and Scott Simons 
chipped in with an RBI single. 
 
Yankton: 11 runs on 11 hits  

Seth Bjordal had a double and a triple, and  
three runs scored.  Alex Linneman had a 
triple, a single, and three RBI.  Connor 
Grove added two hits, and Justin Kautz and 
Scott Simons each tripled. 
 
Pierre: 3 runs on 8 hits 
Kyle Schroeder led the way with two hits 
including the go ahead RBI single in the 
bottom of the sixth.  Reece Mimmack and 
Kenny Dobberpuhl also added RBI singles 
to propel West to victory against Pierre’s 
top closer. 
 
Owatonna, MN: 8 runs on 6 hits 
West’s offense showed extreme discipline 
at the plate by working 12 walks – Sam 
Lang and Kyle Schroeder each had three.  
Connor Grove recorded three hits while 
Justin Kautz added two hits and three RBI.   
 
East Ridge, MN: 3 runs on 6 hits 

Ryan Benson finished 2 for 2 with a double.  
Alex Linneman added a double and two 
RBI. 
 
Apple Valley, MN: 2 runs on 3 hits 
Justin Kautz hammered a double to deep 
right center, and Chandlar Austin and Seth 
Bjordal each added RBI singles. 
 
Ham Lake, MN: 2 runs on 2 hits 

Seth Bjordal and Kenny Dobberpuhl each 
singled, and Reece Mimmack and Seth 
scored one run apiece. 
 
 
 

Ash Port, WI: 2 runs on 2 hits 
Connor Grove and Seth Bjordal each had 
an RBI double. 
 
Owatonna, MN: 10 runs on 9 hits 
Jaden Holzer had a monster game at the 
plate as he belted a grand slam in the 
second inning and a three-run blast in the 
seventh.  Seth Bjordal added a pair of 
doubles, and A.J. Martinec also chipped in 
with a  double. 
 

PLAYER PROFILES 
 

# 14 Kyle Schroeder 
 

 
 

Future Plans: Major in physics at South 

Dakota State University 
 
Favorite Baseball Team: Minnesota Twins 
– I’m not really sure why I like them. 
 
Favorite Non-Baseball Memory: 

Snowboarding at Terry Peak last winter   
 



What are you looking forward to the 
most this season?  The bus trips and just 

playing baseball 
 
Hobbies and Interests: Snowboarding, 
fishing, and other sports 
Favorite Baseball Quote or Saying:  “The 
difference between the impossible and the 
possible lies in a man’s determination.”  
~ Tommy Lasorda 
 
Something About You That Most People 
Might Not Know:  I’m terrified of riding in 
airplanes. 
 
What do you love the most about 
baseball?  No matter what happens in a 
game, there is always going to be another 
at bat, another game, and another day. 
 

 

# 15 Tyler Wildes 
 

 
 
Future Plans:  My future plans are to go to 

college, graduate, and make lots of money. 
 

Favorite Baseball Team:  My favorite 
baseball team is the Chicago Cubs.  
They’re my favorite team because I grew up 
with my father, who is a huge Cubs fan. 
 

Favorite Non-Baseball Memory:  Any 

memory that includes fishing.  To narrow it 
down, my favorite memory is night fishing 
on the river. 
 
What are you looking forward to the 
most this season?   Having fun 
 
Hobbies and Interests:  I like to fish, snow 

ski, golf, and watch movies. 
 
Favorite Baseball Quote or Saying: 
“Don’t ever let the fear of striking out keep 
you from playing the game.”  ~ Babe Ruth 
 
 

Something About You That Most People 
Might Not Know:  I like to play hockey. 
 
What do you love the most about 
baseball?  What I love most about baseball 

is that anything can happen on any given 
day. 
 
 

UPCOMING GAMES 
 

After a full week of games, we will have a 
couple days off before playing cross-town 
rival Sioux Falls East in our final regular 
season region game on Wednesday at 6:00 
at Harmodon Park.  If we win, we will 
secure the #1 seed for the Region 2A 
Tournament, which starts next Tuesday, 
July 22 in Yankton.  On Thursday, 
Watertown will visit Sioux Falls for a 
doubleheader at 5:00 and 7:00.  We will 
wrap up the regular season by taking a 
road trip to Aberdeen for games at 5:00 and 
7:00 on Friday night at Fossum Field. 



 

The entire team crammed into Room 414 at the Eagan Hampton Inn on Thursday night to 
watch Hannibal.  Ever since watching Silence of the Lambs, the guys have been hooked on 
psychological thrillers. 



 
Chandlar Austin cracked the code on one of the carnival games and ended up winning a 
stuffed minion, a monkey, and a dog.  Here he shows off his prizes in front of the fountain. 



 
It was a great night for baseball on Thursday at Dartt’s Park in Owatonna, MN.  This was the 
third year in a row that West has stopped there on the way to the Gopher Classic for a pre-
tournament game against Post 77. 
 
 

 
 



 
The team stands in front of the T-Rex near the entrance to Valley Fair in Shakopee, MN.  It 
was actually raining at the time this photo was taken, but shortly after entering the park, the 
skies cleared, and we ended up having a great night to have some fun away from the baseball 
diamond. 

 

 


