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Week 8 Recap 

 
Date            Opponent  Result 

 

7/16         SF East           W 14-8  

7/17         Watertown           L 9-0  

7/17         Watertown              L 7-2 

7/18         @ Aberdeen            W 11-0 

7/18         @ Aberdeen             L 4-2 

 

Record to Date: 30-21 

 

TOP PITCHING PERFORMANCES 
 

 

Photo courtesy of Kovaleski Photography 

 
1. Luke Kovaleski takes over the top 

spot this week on the strength of his 
five-inning complete-game shutout 
against Aberdeen on Friday night at 
Fossum Field.  Kovaleski used only 
55 pitches to pick up his team-

leading seventh win of the season.  
His final stat line included three hits, 
zero walks, and four strikeouts. 
When asked to explain his highly 
successful outing, Kovaleski stated 
simply, “The two-seamer was 
working great.”  
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2. Reece Mimack entered the game 

against East in the sixth inning with 
West leading 12-7.  He pitched the 
final four innings, surrendering only 
one run in the ninth to pick up his 
first save of the season.  Mimms 
allowed only four hits while walking 
one and striking out five.  Mixing in a 
nice slider and adding a little velocity 
to his fastball when necessary were 
the two keys to Reece’s excellent 
relief appearance. 

 



MEMORABLE MOMENTS 
 

1. We played our last home games 
of the season on Harmodon Field 
1 this past Thursday night.  While 
the games did not go like we 
hoped they would, we ended a 
great stretch of baseball in Sioux 
Falls.  Up until Thursday, the 
boys had rattled off ten wins in a 
row at home, dating all the way 
back to a 9-4 win over East on 
June 10th. 

2. Three of our players made four 
web gems this past week that are 
worth re-telling.  1] Sam Lang 
made a perfect read on a soft line 
drive that was destined to be a 
base hit in shallow center field  
late in the game against East.  
Lang had a great first step, 
charged in full speed, and made 
a head first, full extension, diving 
catch by snaring the ball inches 
before it hit the ground.  2] 
Playing second base against 
Watertown, Reece Mimmack 
sprinted several steps to his left, 
dove head first to snag a hard hit 
ground ball, hopped to his feet, 
and fired a strike to first base to 
retire one of Post 17’s best 
hitters.  3] Luke Kovaleski 
induced a fairly routine ground 
ball up the middle against 
Aberdeen.  Unfortunately, he 
decided at the last second that 
maybe he could field it rather 
than letting a middle infielder take 
it.  He tipped it with his glove, 
which we call “The Pancake” 
because it is the flattest glove in 
the history of baseball, and the 
ball slowed down enough that it 
looked like it would settle in 
between the mound and second 

base for a lucky infield single.  
Suddenly, out of nowhere came 
Jaden Holzer who was sprinting 
in from his shortstop position.  In 
one swift motion, Holzer fielded 
the ball cleanly and zipped it to 
first to beat the Aberdeen player 
by a half step, recording the 
improbable out. 4] Reece 
Mimmack produced his second 
web gem of the week – this time 
at the shortstop position.  An 
Aberdeen batter hit a hard 
ground ball up the middle, and 
Reece sprinted to his left and 
corralled it shortly before it 
reached the outfield grass.  
Because his momentum took him 
so far and so quickly to his left, 
Mimms was forced to do a 360 
spin, yet he still managed to 
throw a dart to first to beat the 
runner by a split second. 
 

TOP OFFENSIVE PERFORMANCES 
 
SF East:  14 runs on 15 hits 
Sam Lang roped a pair of doubles including 
an absolute shot that short-hopped the 
base of the wall in left field.  Justin Kautz 
continued to heat up at the plate as he 
ended the night with a triple, a single, three 
RBI, and three runs.  Ryan Benson, A.J. 
Martinec, and Connor Grove each had two 
hits. 
 
Watertown: 0 runs on 3 hits  
Connor Fransen, who is Watertown’s ace 
and will be pitching at Mount Marty next 
season, kept our offense off-balance all 
night. 
 
Watertown: 2 runs on 8 hits 
Kyle Schroeder had a pair of doubles, and 
Seth Bjordal chipped in with two hits. 
 



Aberdeen: 11 runs on 11 hits 
Seth Bjordal led the way with a double, a 
single, and three RBI.  Kyle Schroeder went 
2 for 2, and Jaden Holzer had a double and 
a single.  Justin Kautz added a two-run 
triple. 
 
Aberdeen: 2 runs on 9 hits 

Chandlar Austin had two hits, and Reece 
Mimmack and A.J. Martinec each added 
RBI singles. 
 

PLAYER PROFILES 
 

# 16 Ryan Benson 
 

 
 

Future Plans: I plan to graduate from 

college and play baseball while in college. 
 
Favorite Baseball Team: The Minnesota 
Twins because I have watched them for as 
long as I can remember. 
 

Favorite Non-Baseball Memory: Scoring 
two touchdowns against WHS in the 
President’s Bowl this year  
 
What are you looking forward to the 
most this season?  Experiencing the level 

of play that legion baseball has to offer for 
the first time 
 
Hobbies and Interests: I also play football, 

and I like to go hunting. 
 
Favorite Baseball Quote or Saying:  “The 
hardest thing to do in all of sports is to hit a 
round ball with a round bat, squarely.”  
~ Ted Williams 
 
Something About You That Most People 
Might Not Know:  I had a police escort to 
the hospital to be born. 
 
What do you love the most about 
baseball?  Being with my teammates every 
day and coming together as a family with 
them. 
 

# 17 Justin Kautz 
 

 



Future Plans:  Attend Augustana, study 
English, and go on to law school 
 
Favorite Baseball Team:  Twins – it was 

passed down to me. 
 

Favorite Non-Baseball Memory:  Not 
sure.  Most of my best memories are tied to 
baseball. 
 
What are you looking forward to the 
most this season?   Another chance at a 

State Championship 
 
Hobbies and Interests:  Listening to 
music, reading, and spending time with 
friends 
 
Favorite Baseball Quote or Saying: 
“Awesome job, Justin.” or “Don’t let the fear 
of striking out keep you from playing the 
game.”  ~ Babe Ruth 
 
Something About You That Most People 
Might Not Know:  I can grow a mustache 
in 45 minutes. 
 
What do you love the most about 
baseball?  The camaraderie 
 
Is there anything else you would like to 
include for your profile in the 
newsletter?  I’m a little bit of a sparkplug. 
 

UPCOMING GAMES 
 

     The regular season is over, and we will 
move on to the Region 2A Tournament next 
week at Riverside Park in Yankton.  Our 
first game will be played at 7:00 next 
Tuesday, July 22 against the winner of the 
Mitchell/Sioux Falls East game.  I will email 
the full schedule for the tournament. 
     Thank you to all the players, parents, 
and fans for a good regular season.  We 
are looking forward to the playoffs! 
 

The following photos are all courtesy of Kristy Kautz. 
 

 
Left fielder Sam Lang uses his glove to 
shield the sun as he prepares to catch a fly 
ball. 
 

 

Chandlar Austin shows defensive readiness 
with great pre-pitch positioning. 
 

 

Stephen Oswald finishes his swing with 
good extension. 



 
 

 
Alex Linneman is safe at second! 



 

 

 

If you build it, they will come… Ryan Benson (top photo) and Seth Bjordal (bottom photo) 
manned their positions in right and center at the Searles Field of Dreams. 


