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Week 9 Recap 

 
Region 2A Tournament in Yankton 

 
Date            Opponent  Result 

 

7/22         Mitchell  W 4-0 

7/23         Yankton  W 5-4 

7/24         @ Yankton  W 11-1 

 

Record to Date: 33-21 

 

TOP PITCHING PERFORMANCES 

 

 

 
1. Stuart Baruth, who is no stranger to 

this part of the newsletter, takes 
home the top spot this week for his 
brilliant performance in the opening 
game of the Region 2A Tournament 
in Yankton this past Tuesday night.  

Mitchell’s offense has occasionally 
overpowered a few teams, but not 
West.  Baruth made sure of that.  He 
pitched a nine-inning shutout by 
striking out twelve batters, walking 
three, and allowing only two singles.  
I have played, coached, and 
watched a lot of baseball over the 
years, and I can definitely say that 
Baruth’s outing is one of the best I 
have seen in the opening game of 
the playoffs.  His fast ball was as 
lively as ever, and his curve ball was 
unhittable as usual.  Stu really 
helped us set the tone for the 
tournament. 

2. Luke Kovaleski pushed his win total 

to eight on the season, and in the 
process, propelled West to the 
Region 2A title on Thursday night.  
Kovaleski pitched all seven innings 
and used only 69 pitches in a game 
that was shortened by the ten-run 
rule.  He scattered seven hits and 
allowed only one run while walking 
two and striking out one. 

3. On Wednesday afternoon, Chandlar 
Austin and Justin Kautz slammed 
the door on Yankton in the final four 
innings to help West punch its ticket 
to the State A Tournament.  “Chan” 
entered the game in the top of the 
sixth inning with a runner on first and 
used a good fastball and a great 
curve ball to prevent Post 12 from 



scoring.  He also put up another zero 
in the seventh.  In two innings of 
work, he allowed zero runs on zero 
hits.  After West took a 5-4 lead, in 
the bottom of the 7th, Justin Kautz 
came in and picked up his seventh 
save of the season.  He allowed zero 
runs on one hit while walking one 
and striking out one.  The most 
impressive part was his four-pitch 
eighth inning. 

 

MEMORABLE MOMENTS 
 

1. Here’s the situation: It’s the top of 
the fifth inning in a scoreless 
pitcher’s duel, and Mitchell finally 
threatens by moving a runner to 
third base with two outs.  
Dylanger Pierson, who is both a 
top-notch hitter and a guy with a 
name that sounds like it’s made 
for an Old Western movie, hit a 
ground ball that appeared 
destined to be a seeing eye 
single through the right side of 
the infield.  Connor Grove 
refused to let Mitchell score by 
racing about ten steps to his left.  
He also took a great angle and 
made a full-extension diving grab 
a few steps into the outfield 
grass.  After securing the 
baseball, Grove hopped to his 
feet and fired a strike to first, 
ending the inning and keeping 
the score knotted at zero. 

2. West’s offense struggled mightily 
against Derek Miller, one of 
Mitchell’s best pitchers, through 
the first seven innings of the 
tournament opener.  It took us 
until the bottom of the eighth to 
break through.  Kenny 
Dobberpuhl started the rally with 
a line drive single up the middle.  

Seth Bjordal laid down a nice 
sacrifice bunt to advance pinch 
runner Stephen Oswald to 
second.  Because of a slightly 
errant throw, Bjordal also 
reached first.  Connor Grove 
joined the bunting festivities by 
laying down a nice sacrifice that 
moved Oswald to third and 
Bjordal to second.  Enter Scott 
Simons to the plate.  He promptly 
hit a perfectly placed soft liner 
that went past the outstretched 
glove of the first baseman and 
into the outfield, landing a few 
inches inside the foul line.  The 
base knock scored Oswald and 
Bjordal and put West ahead 2-0.  
Alex Linneman then hammered 
an RBI double to score pinch 
runner Sam Lang.  Kyle 
Schroeder provided the final 
margin by lacing a line drive 
single to score Linneman. 

3. West overcame a ton of adversity 
against Yankton on Wednesday 
including rallying from a 4-0 
deficit.  The bottom half of the 
sixth proved to be a big turning 
point for Post 15 and also 
provided a memorable moment.  
With Jaden Holzer and Ryan 
Benson on first and second and 
nobody out in what was now a 4-
3 game, Kenny Dobberpuhl 
prepared to lay down a bunt to 
advance both runners.  Yankton 
decided to be aggressive by 
running the wheel play, which 
exposed the entire middle of the 
infield.  Once he saw the motion 
of the defenders, Dobberpuhl 
alertly hammered a ground ball 
right back up the middle to score 
Holzer from third, which tied the 
game at four.  



TOP OFFENSIVE PERFORMANCES 
 
Mitchell: 4 runs on 6 hits 
See Memorable Moments # 2.  Jaden 
Holzer also hammered a double to the right 
center gap and added a single.   
 
Yankton: 5 runs on 7 hits  

Justin Kautz paced the offense with a 
double, a single, and two RBI.  Kenny 
Dobberpuhl also added two hits. 
 
Yankton: 11 runs on 10 hits 
West’s offense came out firing on all 
cylinders and raced to an 8-1 lead after four 
innings.  Connor Grove led the way with 
three hits and two RBI.  Alex Linneman 
added a pair of singles and two RBI. 
 

PLAYER PROFILES 
 

# 18 A.J. Martinec 
 

 
 

Future Plans: I have one more year of high 

school left.  I’m deciding on if I’m playing 
sports in college soon. 

Favorite Baseball Team:  Yankees – 
they’ve been my favorite since I was little. 
 
Favorite Non-Baseball Memory: I don’t 

have a specific one, but being at the river 
has quite a few good memories. 
 
What are you looking forward to the 
most this season?  Gaining new friends 
and playing ball 
 
Hobbies and Interests:  Hunting and 

fishing and being on the lake 
 
Favorite Baseball Quote or Saying:  “Live 
life like a 3-0 count.”  
 
Something About You That Most People 
Might Not Know:  I’m an only child. 
 
What do you love the most about 
baseball?  The friendships that are made 
 

# 20 Luke Kovaleski 
 

 
 

 



Future Plans:  I plan on attending SDSU 
next year to study pre-med. 
 
Favorite Baseball Team:  My favorite team 

is the Detroit Tigers because Justin 
Verlander is my favorite player. 
 

Favorite Non-Baseball Memory:  Going to 

a Christian rap concert with my friends in 
Omaha 
 
What are you looking forward to the 
most this season?   I am looking forward 
to being with the boys for one more 
summer. 
 
Hobbies and Interests:  I am super good 
at Guitar Hero, and I like to hang out with 
my friends. 
 
Favorite Baseball Quote or Saying: 
“Don’t let the fear of striking out keep you 
from playing the game.”  ~ Babe Ruth 
 
Something About You That Most People 
Might Not Know:  I’ve seen about every 

movie ever made. 
 
What do you love the most about 
baseball?  I’m a pitcher, so I love being 

able to control the game and go at my own 
pace. 
 
 

UPCOMING GAMES 
 

     The 2014 State A Tournament begins 
next Wednesday in Huron.  We will play 
Pierre at approximately 12:30.  Other first 
round match-ups are as follows: Brookings 
vs Yankton at 10:00 A.M.; Rapid City Post 
22 vs Watertown at 5:00; Huron vs the 
winner of the wild card game, which will be 
played this Saturday between Brandon 
Valley and Rapid City Post 320. 
 

 
The helmets and bats are lined up and 
ready to go before the first game of the 
Region 2A Tournament at Riverside Park in 
Yankton. 
 

 

We’re going to Huron for the State A 
Tournament, and we have the 
complimentary Chamber of Commerce 
book from Legion headquarters to prove it. 
 



 

West celebrated our Region 2A title by going out for pizza at Charlie’s in Yankton. 



 
The celebration continues. 

 



 

There is no better teammate than Reece Mimmack.  Nobody has a better attitude, and nobody 
has more fun than Mimms.  Here he is shown after breaking a really, really, really old chair 
while running Game Changer on the iPad. 



 

Sioux Falls Post 15 West: 2014 Region 2A Champions 
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