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Week 5 Recap 
Date            Opponent  Result 

 

7/5         @ Brandon Valley W 8-1 

7/7         @ Owatonna  W 2-1 

 

Jim Hanus Gopher Classic 

 

7/8         @ St. Louis Park W 14-5 

7/8         @ Anoka  L 2-3 

7/9         Rochester  W 10-1 

7/10         @ Omaha Skutt W 4-0 

7/10         East Ridge  L 4-6  

 

Record to Date: 23-16 

 

TOP PITCHING PERFORMANCES 

 

 

 

Connor Hurley gave West its longest 
outing of the season by pitching eight 
innings against Brandon Valley on Monday. 
Our ace allowed one unearned run on five 
hits while striking out twelve and walking 
only one batter.  And if that wasn’t enough 

to earn the top pitcher award, he made 
another start against Omaha Skutt in the 
Gopher Classic that was even more 
impressive.  He threw a complete-game 
shutout and once again walked only one 
batter and struck out another twelve – this 
time in only seven innings.  Hurley also 
gave up only one hit and used a highly 
efficient 94 pitches.  He did not allow a 
base runner after the first inning.  

 
Kyle Gulbrandson pitched a perfect ninth 
inning against Brandon Valley.  He struck 
out two batters.  He also picked up his 
fourth win of the season by pitching the first 
four innings against St. Louis Park. 
 
Alex Fiegen kept Owatonna in check and 
picked up his second win of the season by 
pitching all six innings of a rain-shortened 
game at Dartt Park.  Fiegen allowed one 
run on five hits, walked three batters, and 
struck out two. 
 
Austin Wise pitched his second CG in a 
row by going five innings against the 
Rochester Red Hawks.  Wise Allowed one 
run on three hits, walked two, and struck 
out one.  He needed only 64 pitches to pick 
up his third win of the season. 
 
Justin Aldrich turned in a very good start 
against the host team on Friday night of the 
Gopher Classic.  He pitched six innings and 
allowed three runs on six hits while walking 
three Anoka batters and striking out four. 
 
Jalen Boyd pitched his second seven-
inning complete game in a row, and 



unfortunately, took another tough-luck loss.  
Boyd gave West a great shot at winning the 
Anoka pool and advancing to Monday.  He 
gave up six runs, struck out three, and did 
not walk an East Ridge batter.  
  

TOP OFFENSIVE 
PERFORMANCES 

 
Brandon Valley: 8 runs on 8 hits 
West took advantage of five walks and four 
errors to pick up the region win.  Chandlar 
Austin and Jalen Boyd, our first two hitters 
in the lineup, both had great nights as they 
each doubled, singled, and scored three 
runs.  Isaac Nelsen added a triple, two 
singles, and four RBI.  Oh, and he stole 
home. 
 
Owatonna: 2 runs on 3 hits  
The West bats were kept in check by a 
crafty lefty, but the offense did just enough 
to secure our 20th win of the season.  
Justin Aldrich tripled, and Alex Denevan 
and Tyler Hayes each singled. 
 
St. Louis Park: 14 runs on 13 hits  
West exploded for eight runs in the first 
inning and cruised to an opening-round 
victory in the Gopher Classic.  Jack 
Simonsen finished 2 for 2 with five RBI.  He 
had a two-run double and a three-run 
double. Justin Aldrich went 3 for 4, and 
Chandlar Austin, Jalen Boyd, and Connor 
Hurley each added two hits. 
 
Anoka: 2 runs on 7 hits 
A very good pitcher and a generous strike 
zone proved too much for West to 
overcome on Friday night at Castle Field in 
Anoka.  Chandlar Austin and Jack 
Simonsen each doubled and singled, and 
Justin Aldrich smashed a triple. 
 
Rochester: 10 runs on 11 hits 

Charley Illg finished a perfect 3 for 3, and 
Isaac Nelsen went 3 for 4 with 3 RBI. 
 
Omaha Skutt: 4 runs on 8 hits 
Isaac Nelsen blasted not one but two solo 
home runs to give West a lead of 1-0 and 2-
0.  In the top of the seventh, West added 
two more runs thanks to RBI doubles by 
Alex Fiegen and Chandlar Austin. 
 
East Ridge: 4 runs on 8 hits 
Charley Illg doubled and singled, and 
Austin Wise added two hits.  Justin Aldrich 
belted a two-run double to left center. 
 

PLAYER PROFILES 
 

# 9 Austin Wise 
 

 

 
Tell us about your future plans. 
Get a college education and be a good son 
and brother 
 
What is your all-time greatest baseball 
memory?  Hitting a bomb over the 
centerfielder to beat Minnetonka 1-0 
 
What are you looking forward to the 
most this season?  Road trips with the 
guys 
 
What do you like to do in your spare 
time?  Hang out with friends and family 



 
Tell us something about yourself that 
most people might not know.  I don’t like 
chocolate. 
 
Who is your favorite professional 
baseball team and why?  Boston Red Sox 
– self explanatory. 
 
What are your parents’ names?  
Anything else you want to say about 
them for the newsletter?  Scott and 
Jessica Wise.  Thanks for everything. 
 
Is there anything else you would like to 
include for your profile in the 
newsletter?  Park the bus. 
 

# 10 Isaac Nelsen 
 

 
Isaac Nelsen against Benton, AR 

 

 
Austin Wise and Coach Dan Huges 

 

 
American Legion Baseball 



  
Tell us about your future plans. 

I would like to continue playing baseball as far as it will take me.  Then I would like to look into 
working in or opening a boxing gym as I have looked into the sport the last half- year. 

 
What is your all-time greatest baseball memory? 

Hitting a home run to tie the game in the Junior Legion State semifinals -- We were down 9-1 
in the fifth inning, and we came back to win 10-9.  It was the loudest atmosphere I had ever 

played in. 
 

What are you looking forward to the most this season? 
Chilling with my fam and having a fun summer because we have a great team that is ready for 

anything. 
 

What do you like to do in your spare time? 
I basically watch movies and watch boxing videos. 

 
Tell us something about yourself that most people might not know.                                    

I take a spoonful of peanut butter and eat it. 
 

Who is your favorite professional baseball team and why? 
Pittsburgh Pirates because when I was younger like 12-13 my dad and I wanted to like a team 

that wasn’t very good.  We picked the Pirates. 
 

What are your parents’ names?  Anything else you want to say about them? 
Todd and Pat 

 
Is there anything else you would like to include for your profile in the newsletter? 

No! : ) 
 

 



 

Austin Ryan awaits a fly ball against Owatonna. 
 



 

I’m not sure what this is called, but I do know Alex Denevan and Kyle Gulbrandson are 
celebrating after someone scored a run. 



 

Players watch the action from the 1B dugout against Anoka. 
 
 



 
Centerfielder Justin Aldrich throws the ball back after making a play against St. Louis Park. 

 
 



  
Chandlar Austin and Jalen Boyd, our two returning college players, each had the opportunity to 
catch a little against Owatonna on Thursday.  How did they do?  Excellent!  Chandlar 
backpicked an aggressive runner at second base, and Jalen Boyd ended the game with an 
tremendous play on a swinging bunt. The score was 2-1 in the bottom of the last inning with 
two outs and runners on first and second.  Boyd calmly fielded the ball out in front of home 
plate and fired a strike to Alex Denevan at first base to beat the runner by a half step. 
 

 



 
 

 


